
Greetings, dear friends,        March 2019 

I’ve got to be honest with 

you. Sometimes mission 

work can be a bit gritty, and 

there are some topics that 

might be a bit unseemly to 

talk about in polite circles—

but we live in a gritty world 

where there is real pain. 

Everywhere MAF serves our 

staff regularly face these 

gritty realities of life, and 

they graciously minister to 

these precious folks. So, I’d 

like to take you to Africa, to the country of The Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)—a very poor, violent, 

and dysfunctional place to live. One issue that women living in isolated villages face is the true lack of 

good healthcare during childbirth. Obstetric fistulae are one of the serious consequences that afflicts 

some of these women, but you might ask: why is this so serious? Well, in addition to the physical health 

risks that come with this condition—obstetric fistulae are often considered as divine punishment for 

disloyal or disrespectful behavior, or sexual misconduct. These women thus lose their value and are often 

divorced or abandoned—they become pariahs, not unlike lepers.  

This is where you come in, 

dear friends. Because of your

partnership with us and MAF, 

some of these women are 

being helped. Just recently 

Stephen Hale (it was my joy 

to evaluate him as a 

candidate and later to do his 

standardization training 

before he and his wife went 

to Congo) flew a team of 

medical specialists to the 

Vanga Evangelical Hospital 

where they would help with its fistulae campaign. From Vanga, Stephen then flew on to Kikongo to pick 

up three precious women who suffered from this problem, along with an accompanying nurse returning 

Dropping the medical

team off in Vanga

Bringing the patients in to Vanga 



to Vanga for the women 

to begin their 

treatments. After their 

surgeries, these women 

spent about a month in 

recovery.  Stephen then 

picked them up and took 

them home to Kikongo 

for joyous reunions with 

their families—no longer 

living under the cloud of 

shame that had plagued 

them through no fault of 

their own. You know 

what, friends? This story 

I’ve just related matches to a ‘T’ MAF’s new slogan Change the Ending. Thanks to you, the Ending for each 

of these precious ladies has been radically changed for the better. I’m also reminded of MAF’s Vision That 

every person on earth will experience the love of Jesus Christ and respond to the Gospel. Having seen 

Christ’s love in action opens the door for these women to really listen to the Gospel’s saving message. 

On the home front here in Idaho we are doing well. I continue to serve avocationally as pastor for El 

Crucero and while I’ve grown comfortable preparing and preaching in Spanish—without being a licensed 

counselor, I have been unable to provide as much help as many of our friends need. Well, just recently I 

came to know a bicultural and bilingual counselor who is willing 

to provide Pro Bono counseling to all the members of El Crucero 

who desire counseling! This is a huge encouragement to Debbie 

and me. Being able to get good, qualified, bilingual help for our 

friends is an answer to long-standing prayer. 

Thanks again for being such an important part of our lives and 

ministry with MAF and with El Crucero. We couldn’t do this 

without you. 

Love, 

Work Phone: (208) 498-0606  

Home Phone: (208) 546-4049 

Steve and Debbie Robinson 

srobinson@maf.org 
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Joyful reunion at home in Kikongo 
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